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Understanding the main characters in a story is the key to understanding the story. By paying attention to what the characters think and say, and how they interact with each other, readers are able to determine what kind of person a character is and how that character influences the plot and solution of the story.

Students need to learn to analyze a character both in their reading and their writing. They must develop the characters. They must be able to describe a character in relation to the other characters in the story, and how the character grows and changes. They need to analyze and develop a character’s descriptive traits (shy, brave, kind, distracted, unfriendly). They also must let the reader know the situations and difficulties the character faces.
The writer should think about all aspects of the character’s life. 
· What are their talents – artistic, athletic, musical 
· What kind of student are (were) they? 
· Favorite subjects? 
· What kind of lunch box, purse, etc. would they carry? 
· What did they do in their spare time? 
· What fashion statement would they make? (clothes, shoes, hats)

· What kind of friends would they have? 
· Where would they go on a vacation?
· What are their hobbies?

· What do they do in their spare time?

The ending of the story must help the reader draw conclusions about the character(s), and know how the character affected the end result.
