Visual Composition in History

 Grading Rubric


               Student Name: ______________________ 


Essential Question

_____Research or essential question is based upon one of the following; cause and effect, problem solving or evaluation.

_____Research/ essential question includes some aspect of one of the following: cause and effect, problem solving or evaluation. 

_____Research/ essential question attempts to be based upon one of the following; cause and effect, problem solving or evaluation. 

_____Research/ essential question is purely factual and contains no aspect of cause and effect, problem solving or evaluation.

Planning

Research Method

_____ Student identifies keywords from the research question to guide the initial research process.  Student breaks down the research question into smaller researchable parts.  Student allows research question to narrow or be altered according to the evidence gathered. Student creates a timeline for completion (work plan).

 _____ Student identifies some keywords from the research question to guide the initial research process.  Student works to breakdown the research question into smaller researchable parts.  Student allows research question to narrow or be altered according to the evidence gathered. Student creates a partial timeline for completion.

_____ Student identifies a few keywords from the research question to guide the initial research process.  Student attempts to breakdown the research question into smaller researchable parts.  Student allows research question to narrow or be altered according to the evidence gathered. Student creates an incomplete timeline for completion.

_____ Student does not identify keywords from the research question to guide the initial research process.  Student does not breakdown the research question into smaller researchable parts.  Student does not allow research question to narrow or be altered according to the evidence gathered. Student does not create a timeline for completion.

Use of Classroom Lab time
_____Utilizes in class preparation/lab time efficiently and is conscious of time limits. Makes consistent progress toward the completion of the independent project on a daily basis.  Keeps track of progress with the work log.  Almost always listens to, shares progress with the classroom teacher.  Uses keywords to direct research. 

_____Utilizes in class preparation/ lab time somewhat efficiently and is conscious of time limits. Makes consistent progress toward the completion of the independent project on a daily basis.  Maintains a work log.  Usually listens to, shares progress with the classroom teacher. 


_____Utilizes in class preparation/ lab time but is not conscious of time limits or disrupts others. Does not make consistent progress toward the completion of the independent project on a daily basis.  Maintains a work log, but is incomplete.  Often listens to, shares progress with the classroom teacher. 

_____Does not use in class time to make progress toward the completion of the independent project or disrupts others on a daily basis.  Does not maintain a work log.  Rarely listens to, shares progress with the classroom teacher. 
Sorting and Sifting

Information Gathering

______Student uses a variety of appropriate sources: books, newspapers, subscription databases, primary sources, historical documents, librarians’ internet index, internet advanced search strategies, etc. 

______Student attempts to use a variety of appropriate sources: books, newspapers, subscription databases, primary sources, historical documents, librarians’ internet index, internet advanced search strategies, etc. 

______Student uses a few appropriate sources: books, newspapers, subscription databases, primary sources, historical documents, librarians’ internet index, internet advanced search strategies, etc. 

______Student does not use a variety of appropriate sources: books, newspapers, subscription databases, primary sources, historical documents, librarians’ internet index, internet advanced search strategies, etc. 

Note taking skills
 _____ Note cards include a title and tag, page or paragraph number, and contains two of the following; direct quote, paraphrase, my idea.

_____ Most note cards include a title and tag, page or paragraph number, and contains two of the following; direct quote, paraphrase, my idea.

_____ Some note cards include a title and tag, page or paragraph number, and contains two of the following; direct quote, paraphrase, my idea.

_____ Few note cards include a title and tag, page or paragraph number, and contains two of the following; direct quote, paraphrase, my idea.
Sources
Annotations include: evidence of author’s/ institution’s credentials, qualifications, mission relevant to topic; scope of the source and purpose; genre; features; knowledge level; quality or usefulness of information.

_____Student creates a diverse and properly formatted works cited list and annotations for five or more resources.

_____Student creates a diverse/properly formatted works cited list and annotations: the other remains incomplete. Contains three or four resources.

 _____Student creates a works cited list and annotations, lacking in diversity and format. Contain two or three resources. 

_____Student creates a works cited list and annotations, severely lacking in organization. Contains one or two resources. 

Shares progress


_____Consistently listens to, shares progress in a timely manner with the classroom teacher. 

_____Usually listens to, shares progress in a timely manner with the classroom teacher. 

_____Rarely listens to, shares progress with the classroom teacher. 

_____Does not listen to, share progress with the classroom teacher.

Synthesis

Thesis statement 
_____Thesis statement contains topic, topic information and position/opinion that are clearly related.


_____Thesis contains either fact and/or opinion, but are not related. 

_____Thesis is clearly a factual or opinionated statement. 

_____Thesis is undefined as factual and/or opinion. 

Quality of Content (includes outline/ graphic organizer and visual composition)
_____Information clearly relates to the main topic. It includes three central arguments and several supporting details and/or examples.  Shows a full understanding of the topic and is able to explain learning to others.  Able to respond to diverse opinions and points of view, presents information in a sequential, step by step, teacher directed or chronological manner.

_____Information clearly relates to the main topic. It provides three central arguments and some supporting details and/or examples.  Shows a good understanding of the topic and is able to explain learning to others. 

_____Information clearly relates to the main topic. Central arguments have little support.  Shows a good understanding of parts of the topic and is able to explain some of the learning to others. 

_____Information has little or nothing to do with the main topic.  Does not seem to understand the topic very well and has difficulty explaining the independent project topic to others. 

Product Presentation 

_____Student is completely prepared for product presentation.  Student creates an effective presentation of the material, demonstrates great depth and preparation. Student produced work demonstrates a high degree of pursuit and passion.  Student creates a visual composition organized around the thesis.  The title reflects the thesis statement.  Student selects thought-provoking visual and sound elements to convey the message and historical interpretation/ concept.  Student uses words in the visual composition to establish context, make associations, offer interpretations, and invite questions of the audience.  Typeface and images are clear and color schemes are complimentary.
_____Student is mostly prepared for product presentation.  Student creates an effective presentation of the material, demonstrates some depth and preparation. Student produced work demonstrates a degree of pursuit and passion.  Student creates a visual composition mostly organized around the thesis.  The title should reflect the thesis statement.  Student selects  visual and sound elements to convey the message and historical interpretation/ concept.  Student uses words in the visual composition as an attempt to establish context, make associations, offer interpretations, and invite questions of the audience.  Typeface and images are mostly clear and color schemes are complimentary.
_____Student is somewhat prepared for product presentation.  Student creates a presentation of the material, demonstrates little depth and preparation. Student produced work demonstrates a small degree of pursuit and passion.  Student creates a visual composition loosely organized around the thesis.  The title does not necessarily reflect the thesis statement.  Student selects visual and sound elements that do little to convey the message and historical interpretation/ concept.  Student uses words in the visual composition, but does not establish context, make associations, offer interpretations, and invite questions of the audience.  Typeface and images are unclear and uses poor color schemes.

_____Student is not prepared for product presentation.  Student fails to create an effective a final presentation of the material. Student produced work demonstrates little pursuit and passion.  Student’s visual composition is not organized around the thesis.  The title does not relate to a thesis statement.  Student selects a minimal variety of visual and sound elements.  Student does not use words in the visual composition to establish context, make associations, offer interpretations, and invite questions of the audience. 

Evaluation

Student Reflection  (scale)


_____The student evaluation addresses the merits of the final product as it adheres to the project requirements.  Student proves that the research question was answered.  Student reflects on his/her approach to the process (best work, most challenging). Student considers what he/she would do differently next time.  

