Recommended SSR Reading List 

Compiled by Candi Pierce Garry, Teacher Librarian, Wilson Middle School

This list contains books that have been enjoyed and recommended by previous students and other librarians.  All of these books can be found in the Wilson Media Center.  They are arranged by subject matter.  For your convenience, I have also listed the Accelerated Reader Reading Level and, when available, the Lexile Framework for Reading Level.  Enjoy!

Books about Sports…

Deuker, Carl.  Gym Candy.   Mick is a natural football player, but pressure from his father and new, talented teammates leads him to try using steroids to improve his performance. AR 4.6
Deuker, Carl.  High Heat.  Shane’s privileged life is turned upside down after his father’s arrest and suicide.  Now living in public housing and attending public school, Shane, an outstanding relief pitcher, “accidently” fires the ball at the head of the boy who moved into his old house and took his spot on his private school team. AR 4.2, 620L
Lupica, Mike.  Heat.  Michael is a twelve year old Little League standout with a secret – his father has died and his underage older brother is trying to hold the family together.  Also, his birth certificate is in his native Cuba, and when an opposing coach challenges the tall boy’s age, he is not allowed to play for his team in the Little League World Series.  Can Michael solve his problems and still play in the championship? AR 5.3, 940L
Martino.  Pinned.  Alternating viewpoints chronicle the lives of two stellar wrestlers leading up to the New Jersey state wrestling final. AR 4.5, 670L
Murdock, Catherine.  Dairy Queen.  DJ has had to give up basketball to take care of her family’s dairy farm, but after spending the summer training a rival football quarterback, she finds her passion in the sport and decides to be a defensive player on her own school’s team.  AR 5.3, 990L
Books with Teen Parents…

Bechard, Margaret.  Hanging on to Max.  Sam opted to raise his son rather than put him up for adoption.  The baby’s mother has moved away, and Sam is doing the best he can with limited support. AR 3.3, 420L
Draper, Sharon.  November Blues.  After the tragic death of her boyfriend, November finds herself pregnant with his child.  To make matters worse, Joshua’s parents want to take custody of the baby once it’s born, and have offered November a great deal of money.  AR 4.6
Johnson, Angela.  The First Part Last.   Bobby is doing the best he can to be a good father to his baby daughter, Feather.  This is told in alternating times, Then (when his girlfriend discovers she’s pregnant) and Now (baby Feather is about three months old). AR 4.7, 790L
Reynolds, Marilyn.  Too Soon for Jeff.  Jeff is about to break up with his girlfriend when she announces that she is pregnant.  Jeff has a scholarship and a promising college debate career that competes with his desire to be a good father to his son. AR 4.6
Reynolds, Marilyn.  Detour for Emmy.  Emmy’s boyfriend says he will always be there for her, but when she finds herself pregnant, he doesn’t come through.  Emmy will have to grow up fast. AR 4.4, 730L
Great Ghost Stories…

Allison, Jennifer.  Gilda Joyce, Psychic Investigator.  Gilda has two passions – solving mysteries and speaking with the dead.  She is able to combine the two to solve a haunting mystery at her cousin’s home.  There are two great sequels to this as well.  AR 6.5, 1000L
Duncan, Lois.  Down a Dark Hall.  Kit is nervous about attending a boarding school, and becomes more so when she discovers there are only four students.  What do the four very different girls have in common? AR 5.3, 750L
Duncan, Lois.  Stranger With My Face.  Laurie is perplexed when her friends and family start accusing her of being places where she was not.  No one on their small island looks anything like Laurie, so who could be impersonating her? AR 6.1, 780L
Hahn, Mary Downing.  Wait Till Helen Comes.  Molly and Michael have moved to a new country home with their bratty stepsister, Heather.  When Heather befriends a terrifying child-ghost named Helen, she uses Helen to torment Molly.  AR 4.6, 750L
Books about Dating Violence…

Anderson, Laurie Halse.  Speak.  Melinda is a pariah at her school for causing a party to get busted and her friends in trouble, but that is not what is causing her not to speak.  What happened to Melinda the night of the party, and why can’t she get past it? AR 4.5, 690L
Draper, Sharon.  Darkness Before Dawn.  Keisha is doing better after the death of her boyfriend, and excited when the new track coach Jonathan shows interest in her.  But Jonathan wants to go farther than Keisha is willing.  Will she be able to fend off his advances? AR 4.8, 670L
Flinn, Alex.  Breathing Underwater.   Nick is obsessed with winning back his girlfriend Caitlin, who has a restraining order against him.  In his journal, the reader sees how their relationship turned violent. AR 3.9, 510L
Jones, Patrick.  Things Change.  Joanna feels that she’s to blame when her popular, funny boyfriend takes out his anger by hitting her. AR 4.7, 710L
Reynolds, Marilyn.  Telling.  When the creepy father of the children she babysits touches Cassie inappropriately, Cassie wonders if she did something to encourage it.  But when it happens again, Cassie’s older cousin tells adults, who go to the police.  The ramifications of telling are difficult for Cassie at first, but eventually she sees that it was the right thing to do. AR 4.2, 730L
Futuristic Utopian Societies…

Haddix, Margaret Peterson.  Among the Hidden.  Luke is an illegal third child, born into a world where a past famine resulted in a two-child limit.  When he meets a network of third children, will he have the courage to stand up to the government?  This is the first of a seven part series. AR 4.8, 800L
Hautman, Pete.  Rash.  In a future society that has decided it would "rather be safe than free," sixteen-year-old Bo's anger control problems land him in a tundra jail where he survives with the help of his running skills and an artificial intelligence program named Bork. AR 4.7, 730L
Hughes, Monica.   Invitation to the Game.  Lisse and her friends have not been given jobs and are struggling to survive in the city when they get caught up in The Game, a virtual reality adventure which may be more real than they suspected. AR 4.7, 740L
Westerfeld, Scott.  Uglies.  Tally Youngblood cannot wait until her sixteenth birthday, when she will receive the operation that turns Uglies (people with their natural faces and bodies) into Pretties.  But as the operation looms closer, new friends help her discover the truth about the Pretties.  Sequels include Pretties, Specials and Extras. AR 5.2, 770L
Weyn, Suzanne.  Bar Code Tattoo.  At seventeen, Kayla is looking forward to getting her Bar Code Tattoo, a small tattoo on the inside of her wrist that is supposed to make her life easier.  But just before she gets hers, bad things start happening to those who have them. AR 5.0, 720L
Mental Health Issues/Disorders…
Chappell, Crissa-jean.  Total, Constant Order.  Fin has classic OCD (Obsessive, compulsive disorder) but does not realize it.  She counts constantly and is obsessed with germs.  Can therapy help her live a normal life? AR 4.1
Trueman, Terry.  Inside Out.   Zach, a sixteen year old boy with schizophrenia, is waiting for his mother and his much needed medication when teenagers burst into the coffee shop and take everyone hostage.  AR 4.6, 710L
Trueman, Terry.  Stuck in Neutral.  Shawn, a genius with a photographic memory, has severe cerebral palsy and cannot voluntarily move a single muscle in his body.  Also, his father wants to kill him.  And you thought you had problems… AR 5.7, 820L
Weeks, Sarah.  So B. It.  Heidi’s mother is severely mentally impaired, and Heidi knows nothing of her past and how she came to be living where she is.  When she finds clues in an old roll of film, she must leave the security of what she has always known to discover the truth of her circumstances. AR 5.0, 860L
Spies and the Underworld…

Carter, Ally.  I’d Tell You I Love You But Then I’d Have to Kill You.  Cammie’s private boarding school, The Gallagher Academy for Exceptional Young Ladies, is secretly a spy school that trains agents for the CIA.  But when Cammie meets a nice local boy, can she have a relationship and still keep her secret?  This is the first in a funny, exciting series. AR 5.9, 1000L
Horowitz, Anthony.  Stormbreaker.  Alex Rider was raised by his uncle believing his parents perished in a car accident, but after his uncle is killed he finds out the truth – that his uncle was a spy for England’s MI6.  The government expects Alex to finish his uncle’s mission.  This is the first in a long running series about Alex. AR 5.1, 670L
Korman, Gordon.  Son of the Mob.  Vince Luca’s father is an organized crime boss, but Vince wants nothing to do with the mob.  Then he falls for Kendra, the daughter of the agent that’s trying to bring Tony Luca down and finds his father’s life even more intertwined with his. AR 4.8, 690L
Vampires…

Atwater-Rhodes, Amelia.  In the Forests of the Night.  Three hundred year old Risika is a vampire that stalks New York City at night.  She has a nemesis in vampire Audrey, who she believes killed her human brother.  The inevitable showdown does lead to a pleasant surprise. AR 5.4

Meyer, Stephenie.  Twilight.  Bella moves to Washington State to live with her father, but falls deeply in love with a vampire whose family respects human life and only feeds on animals.  This is the first of a quartet, the last of which is newly released. AR 4.6, 720L

Shan, Darren.  Cirque du Freak: the Saga of Darren Shan.  Fascinated by a midnight Freak Show, Darren gets caught up in a creepy vampire’s world.  This is the first in a long running series. AR 4.8, 650L
Stine, R.L.  Dangerous Girls.  After sixteen-year-old Destiny and her twin sister Livvy are turned into partial vampires at a summer camp, they try to find the "Restorer," someone who can return them to normal.  AR 3.5, 510L
Poetic Novels…

Adoff, Jaime.  Jimi & Me.  Keith’s dad dies unexpectedly, and he discovers that everything he thought he knew about his father may have been a lie. AR 3.2
Bingham, Kelly.  Shark Girl.  Aspiring artist Jane finds her life turned upside-down after a shark attack leaves her without her right arm. AR 3.5
Janeczko, Paul B.  Worlds Afire.  Multiple voices tell the true story of the 1944 Hartford circus tent fire that killed 167 people. AR 5.2
Sones, Sonya.  one of those hideous books where the mother dies.  Following the death of her mother, fifteen-year-old Ruby is forced to live with her movie star father who has never been in her life.  So why is he now trying to be Father of the Year? AR 5.1, 820L
Sones, Sonya. what my mother doesn’t know.  Sophie has a crush on nerdy Robin Murphy, but fears what her popular friends will think. AR 5.3, 920L
Sones, Sonya. what my girlfriend doesn’t know.  This sequel takes up at the very end of what my mother doesn’t know and is from the perspective of Robin. AR 5.1
Turner, Ann.  Learning to Swim.  Annie’s idyllic summer at the lake is marred by sexual abuse. AR 4.4, 1160L
Turner, Ann.  Hard Hit.  Mark’s golden life comes to an abrupt halt when his father is diagnosed with cancer. AR 5.1
Zimmer, Tracy Vaughn.  Reaching for Sun.  Josie has cerebral palsy and has never fit in until she makes a new friend.  The author is a graduate of Lakota schools. AR 5.8
Books about Death…

Acampora, Paul.  Defining Dulcie.  After the death of her father and subsequent cross-country move to California, Dulcie steals her father’s beloved truck from her mother and drives home to her grandfather in Connecticut.  AR 4.0, 650L
Crutcher, Chris.  The Sledding Hill.  Following the loss of his father and best friend, Eddie finds solace in a book, only to have it challenged by a religious group with an unscrupulous leader. AR 5.9, 1010L
Dessen, Sarah.  The Truth About Forever.  After Macy’s father dies, Macy keeps her life structured and ordered to manage the pain.  But when she gets involved with a catering company and a new set of friends, the chaos helps her face and deal with her loss.  AR 5.2, 840L
Draper, Sharon.  Battle of Jericho.  Jericho gives up everything to join the exclusive Warriors of Distinction.  Will it be worth the cost?  AR 4.7, 700L
Draper, Sharon.  Tears of a Tiger.  Andy is wracked with guilt following the death of his best friend in a car accident after Andy had been drinking. AR 4.3, 700L
Woods, Brenda.  Emako Blue.  Multiple voices mourn the tragic death of Emako Blue, a promising talented teen. AR 3.5, 600L
All Sorts of Princesses…

Cabot, Meg.  The Princess Diaries.  Mia is a reluctant princess and only tolerates the princess lessons from her royal grandmother to please her father (and earn a large donation to Greenpeace).   This is much wittier than the Disney version and is the first in a series. AR 5.7, 920L
Haddix, Margaret Peterson.  Just Ella.  Weeks after the ball, Ella is living in the castle and learning to become a proper princess so that she can marry Prince Charming.  However, she’s becoming disillusioned with the royal life and finds the prince a bore.  Was love at first sight enough to sustain a marriage?  AR 5.5, 850L
Hale, Shannon.  Princess Academy.  Girls of an isolated mountain community must attend a finishing school when it is revealed by an oracle that the next princess will come from their mountain.  AR 6.0, 890L
Levine, Gail Carson.  Ella Enchanted.  Ella was given the “gift” of obedience at birth, and must find a way to overcome the curse in order to marry her beloved prince. AR 4.6, 670L
Compelling Historical Fiction…
Auch, Mary Jane.  Ashes of Roses.  Immigrant Rose is alone in America with her younger sister and working at the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory.  AR 4.4, 670L
Crowe, Christopher.  Mississippi Trial, 1955.  Hiram has some information for the police and gets a front seat during the trial of the men accused of murdering Emmett Till in Money, Mississippi.  AR 5.5, 870L
Curtis, Christopher Paul.  The Watsons Go to Birmingham, 1963.  The weird Watson family travels from Flint, Michigan to Alabama and find themselves witnesses to the 16th Street Baptist Church bombing that killed four young girls.  AR 5.0, 1000L
Draper, Sharon.   Fire From the Rock.  Sylvia is chosen as one of the students to integrate Little Rock Central High School in 1957 and must decide if she’s brave enough to face the challenge.  AR 5.0

Haddix, Margaret Peterson.  Uprising.  Three very different women face challenges before and after the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire.  AR 5.6

Sharenow, Robert.  My Mother the Cheerleader.  Louise learns about herself and others during the tumultuous year her mother protests integration at her school.  AR 5.1

Teens Facing Various Challenges…
Abdel-Fattah, Randa.  Does My Head Look Big in This?  Amal is a typical teen until she decides to honor her Muslim faith and wear hijab (headscarf and modest dress) full time.  AR 4.9, 850L
Bloor, Edward.  Tangerine.  Paul lives in the shadow of his talented but sadistic brother, and gradually remembers the events that lead to his own near blindness.  AR 4.3, 680L
Brande, Robin.  Evolution, Me & Other Freaks of Nature.  Mina is an outcast from her former group of friends, but finds solace with a quirky new lab partner.  AR 4.9

Fusco.  Tending to Grace.  Cornelia is abandoned by her mother and forced to live with her elderly aunt, where she finally learns to accept herself.  AR 4.2, 760L
Giles, Gail.  Right Behind You.  At the age of nine, Kip murdered another child, resulting in four years spent in a mental institution.  Will he be able to put that behind him and move on with his life?  AR 4.0

Koss, Amy Goldman.  Side Effects.  Isabelle’s battle with lymphoma turns out successful, but is dark and scary along the way.  AR 4.5, 760L
Myers, Walter Dean.  Monster.  Steve is on trial as an accomplice to a murder, and is facing a potential 20 year sentence.  AR 5.1, 670L
Reinhardt, Dana. Harmless.   Three girls concoct an elaborate lie when they are busted by their parents for going to a party.  Can they keep their stories straight and handle the ramifications of what they’ve done? AR 5.0
Sonnenblick, Jordan.  Drums, Girls and Dangerous Pie.  Steven goes through a range of emotions and challenges when his younger brother is diagnosed with leukemia.  AR 5.9, 940L
Fascinating Mystery Stories…

Dowell, Frances O’Roark.  Dovey Coe.  Dovey Coe is accused of murdering a well-connected but despicable young man, and comes to a better understanding of herself and her deaf brother.  AR 5.4, 980L
Flinn, Alex.  Fade to Black.  An HIV-positive victim of an attack, a bigoted bully and a witness with Down syndrome come together in this fascinating mystery told by three voices.  AR 3.7, 590L
Hartinger, Brent.  The Last Chance Texaco.  Foster-kid Lucy has finally found a place to call home, but all that is put in jeopardy when a local arsonist starts burning cars.   AR 4.5, 730L
Werlin, Nancy.  Double Helix.  Eli uncovers dark and shocking secrets about himself and his family after he starts working for a famous geneticist that knew his mother.  AR 5.0, 690L
Fantasy…

Hunter, Erin.  Into the Wild.  Rusty, a bored house kitten, is apprenticed by the ThunderClan and must struggle to fit in when the group of feral cats is threatened by the enemy ShadowClan.  This is the first in a series.  AR 5.6
Oppel, Kenneth.  Silverwing.  When a newborn bat named Shade but sometimes called "Runt" becomes separated from his colony during migration, he grows in ways that prepare him for even greater journeys.  This is the first of a trilogy that includes Sunwing and Firewing.  AR 4.7, 660L
Rowling, J.K.  Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone.  Eleven year old Harry Potter discovers he’s a wizard and will attend Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry.  See how this record-breaking series begins.  AR 5.5, 880L

Smith, Jeff.  Bone: Out from Boneville.  Fone Bone, Phoney Bone, and Smiley Bone are run out of their home, Boneville, and become separated in the wilds, but better fortune begins when the three cousins reunite at a farmstead in a deep forested valley, where Fone meets a young girl named Thorn.  This is the first in a series of graphic novels.  AR 2.4, NC360L

