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The research study, Student Learning through Ohio School
Libraries, was funded by the State Library of Ohio through a
Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) grant from the
federal Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) to the
Ohio Educational Library Media Association (OELMA), and was
coordinated through Leadership for School Libraries (L4SL), a
coalition of OELMA, INFOhio (the state K-12 network), the Ohio
Department of Education and The State Library of Ohio. The
research was undertaken by Dr. Ross J. Todd and Dr. Carol C.
Kuhlthau of Rutgers University and the Center for International
Scholarship in School Libraries (CISSL). The study sought to
understand how students benefit from school libraries through
elaborating “conceptions of help” and providing some measure
of the extent of these “helps,” as perceived by students and faculty.

The Study

* Conducted from October, 2002 through December, 2003

* Looked at 39 effective school libraries across Ohio

* Collected information through two web-based surveys with
48 questions & one open-ended critical incident

e Surveyed 13,123 students in Grades 3 to 12 and 879 faculty

* Largest study to date of how the school library helps students
learn

Wnen effective school libraries are in place, students do learn.
13,000 students cannot be wrong.

The Results

99.44% of the sample (13,050 students) indicated that the school
library and its services, including roles of school librarians, have
helped them in some way, regardless of how much, with their
learning.

Collectively, the data show that effective school libraries in Ohio
are dynamic rather than passive agents of learning. The findings
indicate that the effective school library helps the strongest as a
resource agent and a technical agent, providing access to
information resources necessary for students to complete their
research assignments and projects successfully. However, the
qualitative responses show that the school library’s strength is
not just as a passive information supply and exchange agency.
Clearly helpful is the library’s part in engaging students in an
active process of building their own understanding and knowledge
— the library as an agent for individualized learning, knowledge
construction and academic achievement.

Correspondingly, the instructional intervention by the school
librarian goes beyond teaching students how to use technology
tools to access and evaluate information, but also provides
instruction in how to use these tools effectively and reflectively
to create products.

The study shows that an effective school library, lead by a
credentialed school librarian who has a clearly defined role in
information-centered pedagogy, plays a critical role in facilitating
student learning for building knowledge. This instructional
intervention role, centering on the development of information
literacy, affords Ohio students significant opportunities to learn
and to succeed with their research. What this conveys is the

notion of an effective school library in Ohio as not just an
information place, but also as a knowledge space where students
develop the appropriate information literacy scaffolds to enable
them to engage with information and build new knowledge. An
effective school library is not just informational, but formational.

The Implications and Recommendations

The successes of the school libraries in this study show what
can be focused on and improved in any school, and they provide
useful benchmarks for measuring improvement. The study
identifies some essential informational, transformational and
formational building blocks for effective school libraries in
Ohio’s schools to play a leading role as dynamic agents of
learning. Key building blocks are:

* Resources e Information literacy
* Technological infrastructure ¢ Technological literacies
* Reading resources * Reading engagement

As a result of the Ohio research study, it is recommended that:

— all school library programs provide instructional
intervention, through a credentialed school librarian,
which centers on the development of information literacy
skills for inquiry learning

— all school libraries, including elementary schools, be
staffed with credentialed school librarians who have
educational certification and who engage in collaborative
instructional initiatives to help students learn and achieve

— all school librarians have a clearly defined role as
information-learning specialist, with expertise
* as an instructional designer who creates and delivers

information literacy instruction at class, group and
individual levels;

* as an educational partner-leader who mutually
collaborates, negotiates, and plans with school
administrators, teachers, students and parents to
implement information literacy instruction in the
curriculum;

e as a school library program administrator who mutually
negotiates, plans and implements a whole-school library
program which articulates the integration of information,
transformations and formation, as well as the
managerial and organizational dimensions of the role;
and

* asa partner-leader in the provision of learning-oriented
professional development targeted to whole-school
success of learning goals.

— all school libraries provide a learning-centered space
supported by a strong technology infrastructure

— all stakeholders engage in sustained and action-oriented
discussions in the context of continuous improvement of
the necessary resources, technology and staffing
requirements needed to maximize the learning
opportunities through school libraries.

In Ohio, the provision of opportunities to learn through
effective school libraries is critical to ensure that no
student is left behind.
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excellence are not to be perceived as independent blocks; rather,
as elements that work together in integrated and iterative ways
to bring about student achievement.

The essential foundations for an effective school library in Ohio’s
schools are identified in the model below. All Ohio schools are
encouraged to strive for excellence through continuous
improvement of school libraries. These building blocks for

The Ohio School Library as a Dynamic Agent of Learning
ESSENTIAL LEARNING FOUNDATIONS

INFORMATIONAL
The Resource Base

TRANSFORMATIONAL
Learning-Teaching Intervention

Resources: Current, multi-perspective,
multi-format resources with readability levels
aligned with the local curriculum, and
supporting Ohio’s academic content

Information literacy: Development of information literacy for
engagement with information in all its forms in the context of
curriculum needs, content strands and subject knowledge
creation processes for effective engagement and utilization of

standards. information.

Technological literacies: Development of media and
technological skills, which include critical thinking skills and
communication competencies; as well as the appropriate and
ethical use of technology for information access, retrieval,
production, and dissemination via electronic resources,
networks, and the Internet.

Technological infrastructure: State-of-art
technology to acquire, organize, produce, and
disseminate information, and function as a
gateway to information.

Reading resources: Reading materials
targeted beyond informational curriculum
needs — personal pursuits, pleasure/leisure Reading engagement: Development of approaches to
reading. promote and encourage reading for academic achievement
and life-long learning through participation in national and
state reading celebrations and initiatives; reading to students,
promoting literature, reinforcing reading skills, and
encouraging independent reading for personal enjoyment;
engaging in a range of activities to foster sustained love of

reading.

i N

FORMATIONAL
Student Expectations and Achievement

Knowledge creation: Students achieve through being able to define problems, frame questions, explore ideas,
formulate focus, investigate, analyze and synthesize ideas to create own views, evaluate solutions and reflect on
new understandings.

Knowledge use: Students develop transferable skills for sustaining knowledge creation beyond the classroom.

Knowledge production: Students can use technology and information tools to produce new knowledge and
demonstrate achievement. They create information products that accurately represent their newly developed
understanding.

Knowledge dissemination: Students can communicate ideas using oral, written, visual and technological modes
of expression — individually or in teams.

Knowledge values: Students are ethical, responsible users of information who accept responsibility for personal
decisions and information actions. They demonstrate concern for quality information and value different modes of
thought.

Reading literacy: Students have high levels of reading literacy. They become independent, life-long sustained
readers.
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