
Phone: 614.221.1900 

E-mail: oelma@assnoffices.com 

http://www.oelma.org 

17 S. High Street, Suite 200 

Columbus, OH  43215 

School librarians are instrumental in School librarians are instrumental in School librarians are instrumental in School librarians are instrumental in 
student success.  student success.  student success.  student success.      
 
In 2004, researchers surveyed more than 
13,000 Ohio students in grades 3-12 to find  out 
how school libraries help students learn.    
 
“We have unequivocal evidence from these kids “We have unequivocal evidence from these kids “We have unequivocal evidence from these kids “We have unequivocal evidence from these kids 
that school librarians help them do better.” that school librarians help them do better.” that school librarians help them do better.” that school librarians help them do better.” ————        

Dr. Ross Todd, Professor, Rutgers UniversityDr. Ross Todd, Professor, Rutgers UniversityDr. Ross Todd, Professor, Rutgers UniversityDr. Ross Todd, Professor, Rutgers University 

What  did Ohio’s students say? 

• 99.4%  reported school libraries help them 
become better learners 

 

• 88.5% believe  school libraries help them get 
better grades on projects and assignments 

 

• Instruction by school librarians provided 
skills to make students’ projects better.   
Students valued learning how to search the 
Internet, evaluate Web sites, and use soft-
ware programs, like PowerPoint and Excel. 

    

• Students felt library-based classes helped 
them with using and accessing  information 
for research assignments. 

 
“A school librarian is absolutely key “A school librarian is absolutely key “A school librarian is absolutely key “A school librarian is absolutely key ———— that clearly  that clearly  that clearly  that clearly 
came through.” came through.” came through.” came through.” ———— Dr. Ross Todd Dr. Ross Todd Dr. Ross Todd Dr. Ross Todd    
 
The complete study can be found at  
http://www.oelma.org/studentlearning/
default.asp 
 
Need more information?  Contact your school’s 
Library Media Specialist. 
 

C E R T I F I E D  S C H O O L  L I B R A R I A N S  A N D  R O B U S T  L I B R A R Y  
P R O G R A M S  E N H A N C E  S T U D E N T  L E A R N I N G  A N D  I M P R O V E  
T E S T  S C O R E S .    

The Ohio Educational Library Media Association is in its The Ohio Educational Library Media Association is in its The Ohio Educational Library Media Association is in its The Ohio Educational Library Media Association is in its 

31st year of supporting Ohio’s school librarians.31st year of supporting Ohio’s school librarians.31st year of supporting Ohio’s school librarians.31st year of supporting Ohio’s school librarians.    

Kim Porter, a mother from Mount Gilead, 
Ohio, described how school librarians influ-

enced her children: 

“I was talking to my college-age children 
about which teacher had the biggest impact 
on them.  All three agreed that the most bene-

ficial learning took place in the school library.   

This is where they learned the skills to be suc-
cessful in college and as life-long learn-
ers.  They felt that they were more prepared 
than many of their college classmates when it 
came to the skills they needed to do research 
and to write college papers.  Their classroom 
teachers had the opportunity to collaborate 
with the librarian, devising projects which met 
the state standards as well as gave them 

needed skills.   

Our family motto is, ‘You don’t need to know 
everything; you just have to know where and 
how to look for what you need to know.’  With 
our school librarian’s help, they have those 

skills.” 

C
e
rt

if
ie

d
 S

c
h
o

o
l 
 

L
ib

ra
ri

a
n
s
 B

ri
n
g
  

In
fo

rm
a
ti

o
n
 I
n
to

 F
o

c
u
s
 

O E LM A  



O H I O ’ S  S T U D E N T S  N E E D  A  C E R T I F I E D  L I B R A R Y  M E D I A  
S P E C I A L I S T  I N  E V E R Y  S C H O O L  

C E R T I F I E D  L I B R A R I A N S  
P R O M O T E  R E A D I N G  A N D  

L I F E - L O N G  L E A R N I N G  

 

• Research confirms that reading 
frequency has direct correlation 
with vocabulary growth, reading 

fluency and increased test scores. 

• School librarians recommend 
books that match students’ inter-

ests, encouraging leisure reading. 

“My school librarian has lots of sugges-“My school librarian has lots of sugges-“My school librarian has lots of sugges-“My school librarian has lots of sugges-
tions and always gives me just the right tions and always gives me just the right tions and always gives me just the right tions and always gives me just the right 

book.  I read book.  I read book.  I read book.  I read all all all all the time. ”the time. ”the time. ”the time. ” 

9th Grade Student 

• They show students the joys and 
satisfaction of the written word, 
even though movies, TV and video 
games clamor for students’ atten-

tion. 

C E R T I F I E D  L I B R A R I A N S  

T E A C H  I N F O R M A T I O N  S K I L L S  

 

• They teach students how to effectively 
find, evaluate, and utilize needed  

information. 

• School Librarians provide instruction 
on responsible and ethical use of  

information. 

• They train teachers to use emerging 
technologies and to integrate technol-
ogy into the curriculum—teaching 21st 
century skills needed for college and 

the workplace. 

 

“I learned to check the information “I learned to check the information “I learned to check the information “I learned to check the information     

on the Internet before I use it.” on the Internet before I use it.” on the Internet before I use it.” on the Internet before I use it.”   

12th Grade Student after instruction  

provided by school librarian 

 

C E R T I F I E D  L I B R A R I A N S  A R E  

I N F O R M A T I O N  E X P E R T S  

 
 

• School librarians teach students to 
select and to use reliable, relevant 
information and to evaluate internet 

sites for accuracy and reliability. 

• They work collaboratively with class-
room teachers to integrate reliable 
sources, such as INFOhio databases, 

into class projects. 

“I am the human search engine who “I am the human search engine who “I am the human search engine who “I am the human search engine who 
makes sense of the Internet by helping makes sense of the Internet by helping makes sense of the Internet by helping makes sense of the Internet by helping 
students evaluate web sites for authority students evaluate web sites for authority students evaluate web sites for authority students evaluate web sites for authority 

and appropriate content.”and appropriate content.”and appropriate content.”and appropriate content.”                    

-- Certified Library Media Specialist 

   Canal Winchester Local Schools 

 

• They evaluate newly published titles, 
selecting quality materials that align 
with educational standards and the 

school’s curriculum.    


